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Join us:
February 16
10:30 Social, 11:00 Program
At Heritage Ranch, Fairview



President’s Message

Dear AREA Friends,
Welcome back to AREA, and best wishes to all of you for a happy and fulfilling 2026! 
Thank you for your continued support, dedication, and the meaningful work you do 
on behalf of the more than a half-million retired educators. 
Your commitment, experience, and willingness to stay engaged makes a lasting difference 
in our community, and it is truly appreciated!
  

I look forward to another year of connection, collaboration and shared purpose.  
Thank you again for all that you do and for the support you generously provide!!

Always,
Donna

Donna Jones
Allen Retired Educators Association
AREA President 2024-2026
dkjones812@gmail.com

mailto:dkjones812@gmail.com


Scholarship Committee
Chair – Carole Smithwick

GAME DAY 2026
At Allen ISD Service Center

GAME DAY is fast approaching; Monday, February 23! If you were unable to purchase
a ticket  ($30) and would like to attend, please contact Carole Smithwick@gmail.com 
or 469-585-3862. 

If you are unable to attend and would like to support our Scholarship project,
you can make a donation with cash, door prizes or raffle items. 
Your support will be greatly appreciated.



Legislative Committee

Upcoming Voting Opportunities

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 - Primary Election for 
US Senator, 
US Representatives, 
Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, 
and other statewide offices. T
here are also County and Local Offices that will be on the ballot.
Early voting Feb 17 - Feb 27

Saturday , May 2 - Uniform Election for Municipal Offices
May 26 - Primary Runoff Election if needed for March 3 results
June 6 - Uniform Runoff Election if needed for May 2 results
November 3 - Uniform Election for offices listed for March 3

Nancy Lessner Volunteer hours 
(church, AREA, babysitting, helping neighbors & friends…)
Volunteer, have a purposeful life and report those hours!           
Linda Wood at mousblu@hotmail.com                                                       



Walk Across Texas (February 16 - April 12)

AREA has 4 teams participating this year and team members 

are excited to be more active and establish the habit of regular 

physical activity. Although this is a team-based event, members 

log their individual miles. Other physical activities count 

toward the miles with a simple conversion chart. 

Way to go - AREA All Star Walk Across Texas Teams!

                                       Cindy Blair

                                      TRTA District 10

                                      Corresponding Secretary



AARP update on Scams:
The caller said he worked for a relief check company. “Our records show you may have $5,286 waiting in a relief 
check that’s already been issued in your name,  but it has not yet been collected.  This could be from relief 
programs or federal assistance payments … Search your name and collect it before it’s returned.”

The call was a scam. The supposed relief-payment site asked you to enter personal information as a way to 
collect your data and flood you with spam. Over a two-month period in the fall of 2025, the Better Business 
Bureau (BBB) received more than 800 complaints about the calls.

This could include scams ranging from health insurance to job offers.
So, when you get a [message] that says, ‘Hey, apply here, just send us this information,’ and it’s all of their 
personal information, including checking account, you’ll be vulnerable.

Fraud is rampant. Since 2020, the number of adults age 60 and older who reported a loss of $10,000 or more 
from impostor scams more than quadrupled in 2024, according to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). 
Reported losses of $100,000 or more jumped from $55 million to $445 million, but because fraud is known to be 
vastly underreported, the actual numbers are far higher. 

“The sophistication level of AI will make it that much harder for people to discern legitimate from illegitimate, 
real from fake: adopt a zero-trust attitude.”



Book Club



Fall
Prevention

From CDC:
STEADI



Things to do, people to meet, places to go:





Senior Resources

https://www.cityofallen.org/Images/Documents/Departments/Parks%20Recreation/Recreation%20Facilities/Allen%20Senior%20Recreation%20Center/Center%20Link%20Issues/Center%20Link%20-%20ASRC%20Newsletter%20-%20Jan%20-%20Feb%202026%20WEB.pdf?t=202512171300280
https://www.cityofallen.org/Images/Documents/Departments/Parks%20Recreation/Recreation%20Facilities/Allen%20Senior%20Recreation%20Center/Center%20Link%20Issues/Center%20Link%20-%20ASRC%20Newsletter%20-%20Jan%20-%20Feb%202026%20WEB.pdf?t=202512171300280






Test 

https://communityimpact.com/dallas-fort-worth/mckinney/business/2024/12/11/learn-more-about-7-resources-for-seniors-5-senior-recreation-centers-in-collin-county/
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